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McCollum, Crowley, Moschet, Miller & Laak, Ltd. offers clients a wealth of legal experience across a broad 
range of subject areas.  The firm provides legal advice, counsel and litigation services to corporations, insurance 
carriers, and individuals from offices in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Colorado. 

The firm’s practice extends to a number of legal areas, including (in alphabetical order): 

• Appellate and motion practice; 
• Civil litigation, particularly defense representation; 
• Clergy and religious institutions; 
• Commercial and business law; 
• Construction law, including construction defects and mold claims; 
• Environmental and toxic torts litigation; 
• Fire, explosion and mass disaster litigation; 
• Insurance law, including multi-party coverage litigation and coverage opinions; 
• Litigation management and coordinating defense counsel; 
• Personal injury and products liability law; 
• Professional malpractice and negligence; and 
• Workers’ compensation law. 

The firm has earned the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory's highest AV rating for legal ability and faithful 
adherence to professional and ethical standards, and has been recognized for high professional legal standards and 
ethics in the Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers.  A large part of the firm’s practice is insurance coverage and 
defense, as well as insurance liability.  McCollum Crowley is an “approved panel” law firm for many insurance 
companies and offers decades of collective litigation defense experience. 

McCollum Crowley attorneys serve clients in four distinct ways: 

• As defense counsel and defense litigators for claims and suits against businesses and carriers; 
• As legal counsel to business and individuals seeking to avoid liabilities and protect legal rights; and 
• As litigation managers and coordinating counsel for businesses with high self-retentions and/or large case 

loads; and 
• In appropriate cases, as legal representatives for clients asserting rights in civil actions. 

http://www.mccollumlaw.com
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MCCOLLUM CROWLEY ATTORNEYS 

Robert L. McCollum - Education:  University of Minnesota (B.A. with honors, 1972); William Mitchell 
College of Law (J.D. Cum Laude, 1976).  Admitted to practice:  Minnesota and Wisconsin state and federal 
courts; Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals; Colorado state courts.  Member:  Hennepin County, Minnesota, 
and American Bar Associations, Tort and Insurance Practice Section, Section on Insurance Coverage 
Litigation; Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association; Defense Research Institute; and International 
Association of Defense Counsel.  Awards:  Designated “Super Lawyer” in 2004-2011 by Minnesota Law & 
Politics.  Co-Chair, Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association Insurance Law Institute, 2007-2008.  
Lecturer:  Trial Techniques, Utilization of Investigative Tools in Litigation, Liability for Misconduct by 
Clergy and Therapists, Employers’ Third Party Liability, Lambertson Liability in Products Liability Claims, 
and Miller-Shugart Settlements.  A/V Individual Rating from Martindale-Hubbell.  Member:  Board of 
Directors, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Twin Cities.  e-mail: rlm@mccollumlaw.com 

Deborah L. Crowley - Education:  Augsburg College (B.A. Cum Laude, 1976); William Mitchell College of 
Law (J.D. 1982).  Admitted to practice:  Minnesota state and federal courts.  Lecturer:  Minnesota Workers’ 
Compensation Deskbook Seminar, Minnesota Self-Insured Association.  Contributing Author:  Minnesota 
Workers’ Compensation Deskbook – 4th Edition.  Designated “Super Lawyer” in 2008-2009 by Minnesota 
Law and Politics. Member: American Bar, MN State Bar, Hennepin County Bar and MN Defense Lawyers 
Associations.  A/V Individual Rating from Martindale-Hubbell.  Qualified as a Rule 114 mediator and has 
served as an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association.  e-mail: dlc@mccollumlaw.com 

Robyn N. (Rob) Moschet - Education:  Concordia College (B.A. Magna Cum Laude 1972); University of 
Minnesota (J.D. 1975).  Admitted to practice:  Minnesota state and federal courts; Colorado state courts.  
Member:  Hennepin County, Minnesota, and American Bar Associations (Tort and Insurance, Construction, 
and Alternative Resolution Dispute practice sections); Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association 
(Construction Law Committee); Defense Research Institute (Construction Law Committee); AAA 
Arbitration Panel; Amdahl Inn of Court.  Author: Minnesota's Notice & Opportunity to Repair Law, 
Hennepin Lawyer, Nov. 2006.  Instructor:  Course for Licensing Minnesota Real Estate Agents.  Awards:  
Designated “Super Lawyer” in 2006 -2010 by Minnesota Law & Politics.  Lecturer:  National Association 
of Home Remodelers, Responding to Construction Defect Claims; State Bar Association Continuing Legal 
Education seminars on No-Fault Auto Claims, Defense Perspectives; Drug and Alcohol Testing in the 
Workplace; Introduction to FMLA; Select ADA issues; and Residential Construction Defect Claims, 
Defense Perspectives and Co-Chair.  A/V Individual Rating from Martindale-Hubbell.  Lecturer:  e-mail: 
rnm@mccollumlaw.com 

Michael D. Miller - Education:  University of Minnesota (B.A. 1975); Hamline University (J.D. 1982).  
Admitted to practice:  Minnesota state and federal courts; Wisconsin State Courts.  A/V Individual Rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell.  Member:  Hennepin County, Minnesota, and American (Member, Commercial 
Law Section) Bar Associations; Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association. e-mail: mdm@mccollumlaw.com   

William G. Laak - Education:  Mankato State University (B.S. 1986); William Mitchell College of Law (J.D. 
1992).  Admitted to practice: Minnesota State Courts.  Member: Hennepin County, Minnesota and 
American Bar Associations.  Previous Experience:  Kemper Insurance Company - Claim Representative (2 
years); Gates McDonald - Claim Representative (1 year); and Crawford & Company - Claim Representative 
(5 years).  Has lectured in workers’ compensation matters for continuing legal education (CLE) programs 
and employer organizations.  e-mail: wgl@mccollumlaw.com   

Cynthia K. Thurston - Education:  University of St. Thomas (B.A. 1990 Magna Cum Laude); William 
Mitchell College of Law (J.D. 1995 Cum Laude).  Admitted to practice:  Wisconsin and Minnesota state 
and federal courts.  Member:  Wisconsin and Minnesota Bar Associations, Barron County Bar Association,  
Hennepin County Bar Association, and the American Bar Association.  Previous Experience:  State Farm 
Insurance - Claim Representative (3 years); Claim Supervisor (2 years).  Current district representative for 
the Wisconsin Workers’ Compensation Attorney Association.  Past President, Rice Lake Rotary Club.  
Board member, Junior Achievement of Rice Lake (1999-present) and Wisconsin Indianhead Technical 
College Foundation (2004-present).  e-mail: ckt@mccollumlaw.com 

mailto:rlm@mccollumlaw.com
mailto:dlc@mccollumlaw.com
mailto:rnm@mccollumlaw.com
mailto:mdm@mccollumlaw.com
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Richard (Dick) Wright - Education: College of St. Thomas (B.A. 1972); Hamline University (J.D., 1977).  
Admitted to Practice: Minnesota State and Federal Courts, Wisconsin State Courts.  A/V Individual Rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell.  Awards: Designated “Super Lawyer” 2008 and 2009 by Minnesota Law & 
Politics. Member: Hennepin County and Minnesota State Bar Associations; Minnesota Defense Research 
Institute.  Certified Trial Specialist by the Minnesota State Bar Association and by the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy.  Prior experience: St. Paul Insurance Company - Senior Litigation Attorney (18 years).     
e-mail: rpw@mccollumlaw.com  

Cheryl Hood Langel - Education:  Loras College (B.A. 1987 Summa Cum Laude); University of Minnesota 
Law School (J.D. Cum Laude 1991).  Admitted to practice in Minnesota state and federal courts.  Extensive 
experience in appellate and motion practice, including writing legal memorandums and briefs and arguing 
motions and appeals from the trial court to the Minnesota Supreme Court level.  Licensed Certified Public 
Accountant (inactive).  Member, All Saints School Advisory Board (1999-2002).  Member:  Minnesota and 
American Bar Association.  e-mail: chl@mccollumlaw.com 

Timothy J. Fetterly - Education:  Lewis & Clark College (B.A. 1985); Vermont Law School (J.D. Cum Laude 
1990).  Admitted to practice in Minnesota state and federal courts and Colorado state courts.  Designated 
“Super Lawyer” by Minnesota Law & Politics.  Extensive experience with fire and explosion litigation.  
Member:  Minnesota State Bar Association, American Bar Association, Hennepin County Bar Association, 
IAAI (International Association of Arson Investigators) and Defense Research Institute.  Lecturer: Daubert 
and NFPA 921.  e-mail: tjf@mccollumlaw.com 

Gary J. Gordon – Education.  Brooklyn College (B.A. 1967); University of Minnesota Law School (J.D. 
1972).  Admitted to practice:  Minnesota, Wisconsin and Colorado state courts; U.S. Supreme Court; U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the First, Fifth and Eighth Circuits; U.S. District Court for Minnesota; pro hac vice in 
22 other state and territorial jurisdictions.  Elected member:  American Board of Trial Advocates, 
International Association of Defense Counsel; American Board of Professional Liability Attorneys. 
Member:  Minnesota, Wisconsin & Hennepin County Bar Associations; American Bar Association; 
Defense Research Institute; Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association.  Awards:  Designated “Super 
Lawyer” 2001-2011 by Minnesota Law & Politics. A/V Individual Rating from Martindale-Hubbell.   
Publications:  Products Liability Litigation, Mason Publishing Co., 1980.  Lecture subjects:  Litigation 
management; class actions; mass disaster litigation; products liability; trial tactics; evidence; statistical 
evidence; scientific evidence; design defects; deposition and cross examination of cause & origin experts, 
economists and statisticians; science in the courtroom; class action fairness act; removal of class actions to 
federal courts.  e-mail: gjg@mccollumlaw.com. 

Juan M. Avila – Education:  University of Wisconsin, Madison (B.A. 1991); University of Minnesota Law 
School (J.D. 1996).  Admitted to practice in Minnesota, Colorado, Massachusetts and federal courts. 
 Member: American Bar Association, Minnesota State Bar Association, Hennepin County Bar Association 
(Board Member 2005-2006), Massachusetts Bar Association, Boston Bar Association, Hispanic National 
Bar Association, and Minnesota Hispanic Bar Association (Board Member 2005-Present). Fluent in 
Spanish. e-mail: jma@mccollumlaw.com 

Gregory J. Duncan – Education:  University of Minnesota (B.A. 1992); Hamline University School of Law 
(J.D. 1996).  Hamline Law Review.  Adjunct Professor of Legal Writing, William Mitchell College of Law, 
2000-2001.  Instructor:  “Legal Drafting for Paralegals” program sponsored by International Paralegal 
Education, 2002.  Author:  “Home Sweet Home?  Litigation Aspects to Minnesota’s Descent of Homestead 
Statute” – William Mitchell Law Review (2002).  Admitted to practice in MN state and federal courts; WI 
and CO state courts.  Member:  MN, WI & CO State Bar Associations; Hennepin County Bar Association; 
MN Defense Lawyers Association; DRI. e-mail: gjd@mccollumlaw.com 

Thomas J. Peterson – Education:  University of Iowa (B.S. 1974); University of Iowa College of Law (J.D. 
with Distinction, 1977).  Admitted to practice in Minnesota state and federal courts, Iowa state court 
(inactive status).  Adjunct Professor of Law, William Mitchell College of Law (2000).  Qualified ADR 
Neutral under Rule 114.  Member:  Hennepin County Bar Association, Minnesota State Bar Association; 
Minnesota Defense Lawyers Association.  e-mail:  tjp@mccollumlaw.com 

mailto:rpw@mccollumlaw.com
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M. Shannon Peterson – Education:  University of Minnesota (B.A. 1979); University of Minnesota Law 
School (J.D. 1982).  In-house litigation counsel for 15 years for Liberty Mutual Insurance Co./Wausau 
Insurance Co.  Admitted to practice:  Minnesota and Wisconsin state courts.  Member:  Minnesota State Bar 
Association, Wisconsin State Bar Association, Hennepin County Bar Association.  Frequent speaker at 
seminars for clients relative to workers’ compensation issues.  e-mail:  msp@mccollumlaw.com   

Jeffrey R. Homuth – Education:  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (B.A. Political Science, 2003); 
University of Minnesota Law School (J.D. 2006, Dean’s List; Maynard Pirsig Moot Court; Student 
Attorney, Civil Practice Clinic).  Admitted to practice in Minnesota.  Member: Minnesota Bar Association 
and Hennepin County Bar Association.  Primary practice area:  Workers compensation defense.  Proficient 
in German.  e-mail:  jrh@mccollumlaw.com 

Stephen D. Garrison--Education: University of Minnesota (B.S. 1978); Hamline University School of Law 
(J.D. 1982). Admitted to practice: Minnesota state courts; United States District Court, District of 
Minnesota. Member: Minnesota State Bar Association; Hennepin County Bar Association. Primary areas of 
practice: Civil Litigation; Lambertson Liability; Personal Injury; Motor Vehicle; Property and Casualty; No 
Fault Defense; Construction Defect. Litigation attorney for 17 years at Wausau Insurance Company and 
Travelers Insurance Company. e-mail: sdg@mccollumlaw.com 

Scott A. Stoneking—Education: Gustavus Adolphus College (B.A. 1996); Michigan State University (M.S. 
1998); Hamline University School of Law (J.D. 2008). Admitted to practice in Minnesota. Member: 
Minnesota State Bar Association; Hennepin County Bar Association; Minnesota Defense Lawyers 
Association. Primary practice area: Workers Compensation Defense; Workers Compensation Appeals, 
Workers Compensation Fraud; Workers Compensation Subrogation. Prior experience: Workers 
Compensation Claims Examiner with Wausau Insurance Companies/Liberty Mutual Insurance Group; Sr. 
Claims Representative with Westfield Insurance; Managed Care Claims Examiner with Risk Administration 
Services. e-mail: sas@mccollumlaw.com  

OF COUNSEL 
Peter J. Fetterly – Education:  University of Colorado (B.A. 1983); William Mitchell College of Law (J.D. 

Cum Laude 1988).  Member:  International Association of Arson Investigators, Inc.  HAZWOPER certified.  
Admitted to practice in the state courts of Minnesota and Colorado and the U.S. Federal District Courts in 
Colorado, Arizona, Utah and Wyoming.  Pro bono service:  K-12 Private/Non-profit Education group 
(1998-2005) and International Justice Mission (IJM) – Uganda Widow Mission.  Governance:  Has served 
on a non-profit private Christian School Board, as Member, Secretary, and President (1998-2005).  e-mail:  
pjf@mccollumlaw.com 

J. Aaron Atkinson – Education: Colorado State University (B.A.); Florida State University College of 
Law/College of International Affairs (J.D. 2002).  Admitted to practice: Colorado; United States District 
Court; United States Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit. Member: Colorado Bar Association; Arapahoe 
County Bar Association; Colorado Defense Lawyers Association; Defense Research Institute. Publications: 
Authored 2005 Federal Case Law Summaries for CDLA Newsletter. Awards: AV Preeminent Rating, 
Martingdale.com; “Rising Stars,” Colorado Superlawyers Magazine, 2009-2011.  e-mail: 
jaa@mccollumlaw.com 
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REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS 
McCollum Crowley serves a wide spectrum of businesses, insurance providers, and individuals all over the 
country, especially those operating in the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Colorado.  The firm provides 
coordinating counsel and litigation management services to clients with legal issues in multiple jurisdictions, and 
is on the approved list of defense firms for many insurance companies.  McCollum Crowley has longstanding 
relationships with major carriers and represent several large companies in insurance coverage and defense, 
construction defect defense and workers’ compensation matters.  Clients the firm has represented include: 
Accident Fund Ins. Co. of America 
ACE Insurance Co. 
Acuity Insurance 
Adjusting Services Unlimited 
AIG Companies 
Algas Industries, Inc. 
Allen-Lee Homes, Inc. 
Alliant TechSystems 
Allied Systems, Ltd. 
AmComp 
American Crystal Sugar 
American Family Insurance 
American Insurance Company 
American Interstate 
American Physicians Capital, Inc. 
Anoka County 
Argonaut Insurance Company 
Baldwin & Lyons 
Berkeley Risk Administrators 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 

Greater Twin Cities 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
Broadspire Services 
Cambridge Integrated Service Group 
Capitol Indemnity 
Christian Brothers Risk Pooling 

Trust 
Colson Custom Homes 
Continental Insurance Company 
Country Mutual Insurance 
Crawford & Company 
CSK – Checker Auto Parts 
Dakota County 
Dean R. Johnson Construction  Co. 
Diocese of Winona 
EBI Companies 
Employers Mutual Companies 
Equity Adjustment Company 
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 

Company 
Federal Express Corporation 
Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
First State Insurance 

First Student, Inc. 
Framing, Inc. 
Frank Gates Service Company 
G & K Services 
GAB Robins 
Gallagher Bassett Corporation 
Gander Mountain Co. 
Gates, McDonald & Co. 
General Casualty 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Co. 
Halley’s Custom Homes 
Hanson Building Materials 
Harleysville Insurance Companies 
Hartford Insurance Company 
Hawkeye Insurance Company 
Indiana Lumbermens Mutual 

Insurance Company 
Insurance Federation of MN 
J-Berd Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Keith Waters & Associates 
Kemper Insurance Group 
Kraft General Foods 
Kraus Anderson Company 
Land O’Lakes 
Landstar Ligon Corporation 
LeGran Homes 
Liberty Mutual 
Link Snack Foods, Inc. 
Lumbermen's Underwriting Alliance 
Marathon Oil 
Marriott Casualty Claims 
McDonald’s Corporation 
Meadowbrook Insurance Group 
Menard, Inc. 
Meritclaim General 
MetLife Auto and Home 
Metropolitan Mechanical 

Contractors, Inc. 
Michael Hayes Homes 
Minnesota Insurance Guaranty 

Association 
Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 

Company of America 
National Car Rental 

National Specialty Insurance 
Nedegaard Construction Co. 
Northern Pipeline Corporation 
Ohio Casualty 
Old Republic Insurance Company 
Owens Companies, Inc. 
Parker Hannifin Corporation 
Pharmacists Mutual Insurance 

Company 
Pratt Homes 
R. A. Kot Homes, Inc. 
Risk Administration Services 
Royal SunAlliance Insurance 
RTW, Inc. 
Rural Mutual Insurance Companies 
Ryder Services Corporation 
Safeco Insurance Companies 
Saint Mary’s University of 

Minnesota 
Sedgwick Claims Management 

Services 
Self-Insured Security Fund 
Sharratt Design Company 
Speedway SuperAmerica 
State Auto Insurance Co. (formerly 

Meridian) 
State Fund Mutual Insurance 

Company 
Superior Services, Inc. 
The Builders Group of Minnesota 
Transprotection Insurance Company 
Travelers Insurance Company 
United Vaccines, Inc. 
University of Minnesota 
University of Minnesota Hospitals 
Vanliner Insurance Company 
Veit & Company 
Waste Management 
West Bend Mutual 
Western National Insurance 
Westfield Insurance Companies 
Wooddale Builders 
Zurich Insurance Companies

 


